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Once upon a time, p
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erly that

none of his attendants could

follow him.
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a great forest, and he chased
g

a wild beast so ea
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v “Good woman,” said
\ he to her, “Can you
not show me the way
A ~through the forest?”
“Oh, yes, Lord King,” ‘
h , “that I
~ she answered, “that '
: : ; . certainly can, but on
one condition, and if
», & youdonot fulfill that, __
‘ 7 ‘ ‘ you will never get out of ! ‘
‘ the forest, and will die
< .

of hunger in it.”



. asked the king.
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*What kind of c\onditio‘n is i(?”
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“I have a daugh- I will show
ter,” said the old you the
. t of

woman, “who is way ou

\ . W the forest.”
as bedutiful as

“any one in the
v world, and well

AY

deserves to be

\ .your co?sort, e}\rfd/
g ) ‘ » if you will make
\ ] 7 ‘ ‘« | her your leeen,
_________________\___‘ __________________________________






the King consented, and
the old woman led him to
her little hut, where her
daughter was sitting by

the fire. She recieved the

King as if she had been
expecting him, and he saw
that she was very beauti-
ful, but still she did not
please him,







. and the King reached his
the old woman showed him the WaYy, royal palace again, where the

wedding was celebrated.




The King had already been

married once, and had by he tOOk them tO Cl lOﬂ@l)f

his first wife, seven chil-
dren, six boys and a girl, l h ’ h d ; h

whom he loved better than Cas t 6 w lc S tO 0 ln t 6
anything else in the world.

As he now feared that the mldSt Of 8 fbres t.
step-mother might not
treat them well, and even

do them some injury,
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The King, however, went so
frequently away to his dear
children that the Queen ob-
served his absence; she was
curious and wanted to know
what he did when he was

quite alone in the forest. She
gave a great deal of money to
his servants,
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The children, who saw little shirts over each of
from a distance that them, and no sooner had Q;(,‘re’
some one was approach- the shirts touched their 9,'4‘

ing, thought that their bodies than they were
dear father was coming changed into swans,
to them, and full of joy,

ran to meet him. Then

she threw one of the

swah®




gWal”
ns
swans Swa'

and fl
ew away over the forest




The Queen went home quite swans, and she showed him

delighted, and thought she had the feathers, which they had

got rid of her step-children, but let fall in the courtyard, and

the girl had not run out with her which she had picked up. The .
brothers, and the Queen knew King mourned, but he did not
nothing about her. Next day the think that the Queen had done

King went to visit his children, this wicked deed, and as he

but he found no one but the little feared that the girl would also The poor gir [ thought’
1

girl. “Where are thy brothers?’ | be stolen away from him, he

asked the King. “Alas, dear fa- wanted to take her away with

ther,” she answered, “they have him. But she was afraid of her v

gone away and left me alone!” step-mother, and entreated the .

and she told him that she had King to let her stay just this

seen from her little window how one night more in the forest ) A} -

her brothers had flown away castle. ‘

over the forest in the shape of N - B




“I can no longer stay
here. I will go and
seek my:. brothers.”
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